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Grant Proposal Solicitation Package Synopsis
On behalf of the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), Itron, Inc. is seeking to fund grant projects that will directly support the achievement of the overall California Solar Initiative (CSI) goal of 1,940 MW of installed capacity by the end of 2016 and a self-sustaining solar market in the years beyond.

Specifically, this solicitation will focus on improved PV production technologies and innovative new business models.  The following areas are of particular interest:

1. Testing and demonstration of new solar technologies with improved performance/reliability or lower costs.  Examples of possible production technology projects include but are not limited to the following testing and demonstrations:

a. Improved reliability and lifetime of inverters 

b. Improved integration of PV inverters with smart meters
c. Existing energy storage technologies capable of working with smaller solar systems to help improve the value of the generated energy to the customer and utility

d. Innovative hybrid solar technologies that enable enhanced energy value and environmental benefits
2. Testing and demonstration of innovative business models that help support expansion of cost-competitive solar technologies by reducing costs or increasing value of the solar system to owners or utilities.  Examples of possible business model testing or demonstration projects include but are not limited to the following:
a. New business practices that help to lower solar system installation or operating and maintenance (O&M) costs

b. Innovative virtual net metering approaches that enable greater use of solar access points while providing verifiable parsing of costs and benefits

c. Testing and development of tariffs that reflect the time dependent value of energy storage to system owners and/or utilities

d. Testing and demonstration of the economic value associated with “unloading” of distribution feeders due to solar systems installed on the feeder

Award Information
· Type of Award:  Grants

· Total Funding Available Through This Solicitation:  Up to $15 million

· Maximum Award Amount:  $3 million
· Minimum Award Amount:  $200,000
· Award Length:  Up to two years

Eligibility

Any individual, business, public entity, non-profit organization, university, or national laboratory is eligible to apply to this solicitation. Itron and its subcontractors are not eligible to apply for funding from any solicitation under the CSI RD&D Program.
Deadline for Proposals

Proposals must be submitted electronically and must be received by 4:00 p.m. (PST) on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 Tuesday, February 16, 2010.  Late proposals will be disqualified from further evaluation. 
Questions
Questions about this grant solicitation will be accepted through November 18, 2009.  Questions should be submitted to the CSI RD&D website:  www.CalSolarResearch.ca.gov. 
Responses will be posted to the website on or before November 25, 2009.
For more information on the solar programs offered by the CPUC and the California Energy Commission, please visit the Go Solar California website at http://www.gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov/
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Introduction

1.1   Overview of this Solicitation
The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), through its Program Manager, Itron, Inc. (Itron) is offering grant funding for research, demonstration, and deployment projects that will help to build a sustainable and self-supporting industry for customer-sited solar in California.  Specific objectives include:

· Improving the economics of solar technologies and increasing system performance. 

· Addressing key market barriers thereby increasing market penetration of solar installations in California to meet and exceed the CSI generation capacity goals.

This document provides the information needed to complete the application package and contains the following sections:

· Introduction

· Priority Areas and Targets for this Solicitation

· Proposal and Submittal Requirements

· Proposal Screening, Review, and Selection

1.2   Overview of the California Solar Initiative (CSI) Research, Development, Demonstration, and Deployment (RD&D) Program

Senate Bill (SB) 1, signed by Governor Schwarzenegger in August 2006
, authorizes the CPUC to allocate $50 million of the California Solar Initiative (CSI) funds for research, development, demonstration, and deployment of solar technologies.  The CPUC adopted a CSI Research, Development, and Demonstration Plan
, which lays out seven key principles for the CSI RD&D Program:

1. Improve the economics of solar technologies by reducing technology costs and increasing system performance;

2. Focus on issues that directly benefit California, and that may not be funded by others;

3. Fill knowledge gaps to enable successful, wide-scale deployment of solar distributed generation technologies;

4. Overcome significant barriers to technology adoption;

5. Take advantage of California’s wealth of data from past, current, and future installations to fulfill the above;

6. Provide bridge funding to help promising solar technologies transition from a pre-commercial state to full commercial viability; and

7. Support efforts to address the integration of distributed solar power into the grid in order to maximize its value to California ratepayers.

1.3   Funding Available

Up to $15 million in funding is available through this grant solicitation.  The maximum amount of funding available for a single project is $3 million.  The minimum project size for this solicitation is $200,000.  There is no guarantee that the entire $15 million will be allocated to proposals through this solicitation.  The CPUC may choose to award none, some, or all of the allocated funds for this solicitation.  In addition, the CPUC may use any unallocated funds from this solicitation for future solicitations under the RD&D Program.
1.4   Due Date

Proposals must be submitted electronically.  All proposals must be received no later than 
4:00 p.m. (PST) on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 Tuesday, February 16, 2010.
Submit the electronic version of the proposal to:  www.CalSolarResearch.ca.gov
1.5   Pre-Bid Webinar
A pre-bid webinar will be held on November 18, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. (PST) to answer questions about this grant solicitation.  
To participate in the pre-bid webinar, please register at https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/765620920.  
You will need to provide your name and e-mail address to register.  After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the Webinar.

1.6   Eligible Proposers

Participation in the CSI RD&D Program is open to all types of businesses and organizations.  Any individual, business, organization, academic institution, non-profit, national laboratory, or other entity may apply to this grant solicitation.

Individuals may submit only one proposal in response to this solicitation.  Multiple proposals from an individual applicant will not be accepted.  The CSI RD&D Program Manager will accept only the first proposal received and return the remaining proposal(s) to the applicant.  Companies, academic institutions, national laboratories, and other entities may submit multiple proposals.  However, each proposal must have a different principal researcher.

There is no specific requirement that applicants reside in California or that work be performed in California.  However, priority will be given to projects and/or companies that are based in California to the extent that they provide greater direct benefits to the State.  To be eligible for funding, all proposed research, demonstration, and deployment activities must have a focus on California-specific issues, be clearly relevant, and provide benefits to California’s ratepayers.

1.7   Eligible Technologies

As described by SB1, eligible technologies in the CSI RD&D Program include “solar technologies and other distributed generation technologies that employ or could employ solar energy for generation or storage of electricity or to offset natural gas usage.”  In general, all solar technologies and balance-of-system components used for distributed generation may be eligible for CSI RD&D grants.  Examples of balance-of-system components are advanced meters, inverters, and storage.  

1.8   Match Funding Requirements

The CPUC has established that funding for projects that are closer to commercialization should rely increasingly on support from the private sector. Therefore, match funding is required to participate in this solicitation.  The minimum match funding required for projects in this solicitation is 25 percent.  Match funding can originate from a variety of sources including the applicant or other team members, the federal or state government (including the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009), non-governmental organizations, industry stakeholders, private companies, or utilities.  Match funding may include, but is not limited to, the contribution of cash or in-kind services.  Cost-share funding for activities not directly related to the project will not count toward match funding.  If the submitted project includes a scope that goes beyond the eligible technologies listed above, the proposal will not be rejected but CSI RD&D funds may only be used for the eligible technologies portion of the project.  Scoring will reflect the magnitude and value of the match.  In general, greater contributions of match and more secure match will receive higher match funding scores.
1.9   Helpful Documents

Applicants are encouraged to review CSI RD&D information on the CPUC’s website:   http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/Solar/rdd.htm
The following websites and specific documents will also be helpful in preparing a proposal for this solicitation:

· California Solar Initiative website 
http://www.gosolarcalifornia.org/csi/index.html
· Opinion Establishing a Research, Development, Demonstration and Deployment Plan for the California Solar Initiative http://publicserver.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/FINAL_DECISION/73187.htm
· Appendix A:  The Adopted California Solar Initiative Research, Development and Demonstration Plan http://publicserver.cpuc.ca.gov/PUBLISHED/GRAPHICS/73189.PDF
1.10   Key Dates

	ACTION
	DATE

	Grant Solicitation Released
	November 4, 2009

	Pre-Bid Webinar
	November 18, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. (PST)

	Due Date for Questions
	November 18, 2009

	Due Date for Grant Proposals 
	January 13, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. (PST)

February 16, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. (PST)

	Grants Approved by CPUC (estimate)
	April 2010 May 2010

	Grant Start Date (estimate)
	May 2010  June 2010
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Priority Areas and Targets for this Solicitation

2.1   Overview

The CSI RD&D Plan allocates roughly 10 to 25 percent ($3.3 million to $8.1 million) of the CSI Program funds to Production Technologies and approximately 10 to 20 percent ($3.1 million to $6.5 million) to Business Development and Deployment.  The CPUC, in its unfettered discretion, may choose to award none, some, or all of the allocated funds for this solicitation.  In addition, the CPUC may use any unallocated funds from this solicitation for future solicitations under the RD&D Program. 
Table 2‑1 provides a summary of the proposed funding levels for the two target areas of this solicitation, the proposed funding ranges for individual projects within each target, and the expected number of projects resulting from the solicitation.  The maximum proposed amount of funding for this solicitation is $15 million.  $10 million is allocated to testing and demonstration of improved PV production technologies.  $5 million is allocated to testing and demonstration of innovative business models.  
Table 2‑1: Estimated Target Funding Levels

	Target Area
	Improved PV Production Technologies
	Innovative Business Models
	Totals

	Estimated Funding for Area
	$10 million
	$5 million
	$15 million

	Estimated Per-Project Funding
	$500k - $3 million
	$500k - $3 million
	N/A


Improved PV Production Technologies

As noted in the proposed CSI RD&D Plan, “success of the CSI program depends on increasing performance and efficiency of solar technologies in the market.” 

In the adopted CSI RD&D Plan, production technologies are those “supporting commercialization of new PV technologies.” Specific categories of production technologies identified in the Plan for possible grant funding include:
· Projects demonstrating “economic viability of distributed concentrating PV systems”
· Projects that help “building integral PV products (BIPV) become competitive with rooftop PV” and which address “key technical integration issues”
Other examples of production technology projects that focus on improved system performance, increased system efficiency, or lower system costs include (but are not limited to) the following:
· Testing and demonstrating inverter technologies that improve reliability/performance of solar systems and help lower costs

· Inverters that demonstrate longer periods between failures and that demonstrate lifetimes approaching the expected twenty-year lifetimes for modules 

· Inverters with lower capital costs and lower operating and maintenance costs

· Testing and demonstration of novel array circuitry that lowers lifecycle costs when used in non-optimal solar sites. 

· Testing and demonstrating better integration of PV inverters with smart meters

· Demonstration of interface communications and protocols for combining of advanced meter infrastructure (AMI) and PV inverters
· Demonstrations to test the viability of using AMI for PV monitoring and control

· Development of standard business processes for large-scale deployment of AMI and PV 

· Projects that lead to a recommended set of standards that helps accelerate widespread use of AMI with PV.  Such a project could include demonstrations geared to accelerating and streamlining (standardizing) of PV system grid connections in California
· Testing and demonstration of existing energy storage technologies capable of working with smaller solar systems and that allow the end user or utility to capture higher value from the energy produced (e.g., provide energy during peak).  Such projects could involve:
· Near-term testing/demonstration of innovative energy storage technologies (e.g., fly wheel, hybrid batteries, etc.)

· Testing/demonstration of storage technologies suitable for community or multi-user applications

· Testing/demonstration of solar thermal/electricity storage systems recently developed under DOE funding (e.g., Solucar or Infinia)

· Field-testing and demonstration of innovative hybrid-solar technologies.  Possible examples include:
· Solar thermal/solar electric technologies that can increase the economic or greenhouse gas benefits being provided by current solar technologies

· Concentrating solar systems that can increase production for larger commercial applications (e.g., dish Stirling applications)

· Solar/non-solar combinations (e.g., fuel cells/solar applications) that may help extend the energy benefits provided to the end user in a cost-competitive manner
Innovative Business Models
The adopted CSI RD&D Plan notes Business Development and Deployment projects are those “supporting the market and end-users.”  Specific categories of Business Development and Deployment activities identified in the Plan for possible grant funding include:
· Projects where “potential roles for utilities in solar PV, including attractive business models, are identified and vetted with utility companies”
· Projects involving “lower cost, utility grade PV system control, metering, and monitoring capacity developed consistent with (the) 1% cost parameter established by the California Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for CSI”

· Projects that “perform field tests to quantify operational risks and benefits of PV” and

· Projects that “demonstrate improved PV economics using advanced metering, price responsive tariffs (e.g., Time of Use—TOU, Feed in Tariff) and storage.” 
Within the deployment area, the Adopted Plan also focuses on “activities that enhance the competitiveness of new technologies, or help reach a ‘tipping point’ into widespread commercialization.”  This can include projects that involve testing of technologies or measures that enable streamlining of regulatory processes or standards in ways that allow new products to come to market more quickly and at lower costs.  
Examples of projects that applicants may consider include (but are not limited to) the following:  
· Demonstrations of innovative ways to lower installation or operations and maintenance costs, including:

· Standardization of installation techniques or new approaches for warehousing of parts

· Testing and demonstration of low-cost maintenance approaches and trade-offs between automated and manual approaches

· Testing and demonstration of virtual net metering 
approaches:
· Projects that 1) cut across different geographical/socio-economic strata in such a way that benefits and costs are demonstrated to be shared appropriately among users; and 2) pinpoint any significant issues necessary to expand the approach more broadly including but not limited to residential housing developments and  the commercial arena and (by testing) help determine appropriate tariffs

· Testing and assessment of economic aspects of energy storage

· Projects that 1) meter the energy use and delivery aspects of energy storage used in conjunction with solar systems; and 2) test price responsive tariffs that provide appropriate pricing to higher value energy and can potentially be expanded to the commercial market place rapidly
· Assessment of the actual risks and benefits of solar systems to utilities including: 

· Testing and evaluation of the economics associated with “unloading” of distribution feeders across more than just a peak hour of a peak day and taking into account capacity values used by utilities in determining feeder upgrades or expansion

· Testing that quantifies the extent to which increasing the number of solar systems leads to “flow back”
 on distribution feeders and the capital and operations and maintenance (O&M) costs incurred by utilities to prevent “flow back”

· Testing of solar system technologies developed to prevent “flow back” and how their costs compare to utility-based solutions.
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Proposal and Submittal Requirements

3.1   Submittal Requirements

Electronic submission is required for this solicitation.  Applicants must submit the electronic version of the proposal to www.CalSolarResearch.ca.gov
All proposals must be received no later than 4:00 p.m. (PST) on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 Tuesday, February 16, 2010.  

Proposals received after the date and time listed above will not be evaluated or scored.
Electronic proposals must be submitted as a single PDF file.  

Following submission, the CSI RD&D Program Manager will e-mail a confirmation receipt to each applicant.  It is the applicant’s ultimate responsibility to ensure that the proposal was received on time.  Proposals sent to the CPUC or any address other than the one specified in these instructions will not be accepted.  Fax copies will also not be accepted.
Please do not submit proprietary or confidential information as proposals containing proprietary or confidential information will not be evaluated.
Applications that are not received by the CSI RD&D Program Manager by the specified date and time will not be evaluated or scored.

3.2   Application Package Requirements

Please note the page limits for each of the following sections.  Please use 12-point type with 1-inch margins.  The grant proposal application packages must include all of the following information and be assembled in the order presented below.

Grant Application Cover Page

The grant application cover page (Exhibit A) should be completed and include signatures of the Principal Investigator/Project Manager and the person authorized to sign on behalf of the company or institution.
Project Summary

The project summary should include an overall description of the project.  This summary should be concise but informative and provide a stand-alone description of your proposed project.  The project summaries will be made available to the public at the start of the project.  (Limit to one (1) page)
Project Goals

The project goals should identify the overall purpose of the project and what is to be achieved.  Please define the goals and objectives for your proposed project.  (Limit to one (1) page)
Project Performance/Cost Objectives

Because the CSI RD&D Program has established specific cost and performance objectives for the program, it is important that the research projects that receive funding from the program also develop specific performance and cost objectives for the research that will be conducted.  To be considered for funding, all grant proposals must include performance and/or cost objectives for their projects.

Performance and cost objectives serve as benchmarks that help determine if a project is successful.  Performance objectives must have a numeric or quantitative performance target and a stronger application package will include goals that relate to the CSI target of retail grid price of electricity or increasing the volume of installed PV in California.  (Limit to one (1) page)
Approach and Scope of Work

Describe the approach you will use to meet the goals, objectives, and performance factors for your project.  Include specific methods, techniques, equipment, facilities, data collection, statistical or engineering analysis, and quality assurance procedures, as appropriate.  Provide additional detail about the specific tasks, budget, and schedule in the sections as described below.  (Limit to eight (8) pages)
Project Personnel

Provide a brief biography of the Principal Researcher, Project Manager, and key staff along with any subcontractors that will be working on the project.  Describe the work that each person will perform on the project and previous experience that is relevant to this project.  Specify individual roles and responsibilities for technical, administrative, and management personnel.  Describe the organizational structure for the staff and subcontractors.  (Limit to two (2) pages per individual)
Task and Budget Summary

Provide a complete and detailed list of all tasks that will be completed through this project.  The task list should also include time-line and budget for completion along with any task deliverables.  Budgets are to be provided with an overall total and broken out task.  Provide a short budget narrative along with Exhibit B (Proposed Budget Summary).  The narrative should include an explanation of expenses (travel, equipment rental, major equipment purchases, materials, and supplies).  (Limit to three (3) pages)
Match Funding

Discuss the match funding that will be brought to this project and identify the source and level of match funds using Exhibit B. Provide a short narrative regarding the match contribution (cash and in-kind).  All match contributions must be quantified, substantiated, documented, and directly related to the specific project for the grant funding sought.  Attach a letter of commitment or other documentation from each individual, company, or organization that is offering match funds.  (Limit to two (2) pages plus documentation of match)
Schedule of Deliverables

List all key deliverables from the grant project and the time to complete them (from start date of the project).  Required deliverables for all grant projects can be found in the list below.  (Limit to two (2) pages)

· One-page Project Summary at the start of the project

· One-page Project Summary upon completion of the project

· Monthly status reports

· Twice yearly project reports

· Final Report

Feasibility

Explain how your proposed project addresses a known barrier or gap in the market.  Show how the project is both feasible and appropriate to reduce the barrier or gap.  Demonstrate how the work outlined in the proposal can be completed within two years and address any contingencies, requirements, or dependencies that could impact the schedule or ability to complete the project.  (Limit to two (2) pages)
Market Connection

Identify the target audience for this research and what entities will adopt, benefit from, or use the results of this project.  Discuss how this research responds to known market needs.  Identify any market partners that are included on the research team and discuss their role.  Describe the path to market for the results from this research and discuss how you intend to implement the commercialization of the products within California markets.  (Limit to two (2) pages)

Table 3‑1:  Summary of Page Limits
	Section Title
	Page Limit

	Project Summary
	One (1) page

	Project Goals
	One (1) page

	Project Performance/Cost Objectives
	One (1) page

	Approach and Scope of Work
	Eight (8) pages

	Project Personnel
	Two (2) pages per individual

	Task and Budget Summary
	Three (3) pages

	Match Funding
	Two (2) pages plus documentation

	Schedule of Deliverables 
	Two (2) pages

	Feasibility
	Two (2) pages

	Market Connection
	Two (2) pages
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Proposal Screening, Review, and Selection

Grant proposals received by the deadline will enter the screening, review and evaluation process.  The following section outlines that process.

4.1   Initial Screening

The CSI RD&D Program Manager will conduct an initial screening of each proposal to ensure completeness and conformity with the requirements of the grant solicitation.  The CSI RD&D Program Manager will assign either “pass” or “fail” based on whether initial screening criteria are met.  Proposals that fail this initial step will be eliminated.  Table 4‑1 provides more information about the initial screening criteria.

Table 4‑1:  Initial Screening Criteria

	CRITERIA
	SCORE

	1. Proposal was submitted by the deadline and signed by an authorized representative of the applicant.
	Pass / Fail

	2. Proposal is complete and includes required sections and forms including detailed scope of work and budget.
	Pass / Fail

	3. Funding requested falls within the project size range for this solicitation.
	Pass / Fail

	4. Proposal includes identification of match funding required for this solicitation.
	Pass / Fail

	5. Proposal addresses one of the focus areas for this solicitation.
	Pass / Fail

	6. Proposal includes adequate information to assess the technical merits of the proposed project.
	Pass / Fail


4.2   Technical Review

Proposals that pass initial screening will move forward for technical review.  In this phase, the CSI RD&D Program Manager may use two to three independent technical experts to review and provide comments and input on each proposal.  These technical reviewers will be from academia, industry, or government and will assess proposals for technical feasibility, likelihood of success, connections to the market, capabilities of the proposed team, and overall strengths and weaknesses of the proposed approach.  The technical reviewers’ analysis and input will then be passed along to the Scoring Committee for consideration.  The technical review process will use the criteria shown below in Table 4‑2.

Table 4‑2:  Technical Review Criteria

	TECHNICAL CRITERIA
	POSSIBLE POINTS

	1. How well does the proposed research address the seven key principles in the CSI RD&D Plan (see pg 1-2 for the seven key principles)? 
	20

	2. What is the likelihood that the proposed research will lead to a return on investment/payback, a reduction in the installed price of a solar electric system, an increase in system performance, or in the overall growth of solar capacity in California?
	10

	3. Does the proposed research overcome a significant barrier to achieving the goals of the CSI Program?
	10

	4. Is the proposed project sound from a technical, economic, policy, and market perspective?
	10

	5. Is the proposed team qualified to conduct this work and do they have past experience performing similar work?
	10

	6. Is the proposed path to market for the results of this research practical and achievable?
	10

	7. Are the research products valuable?  Is there a plan for effective dissemination of information gained from the project?
	10

	8. Are the amounts and uses of the funding requested appropriate for the work to be performed?
	10

	9. Overall merit (taking all factors into account)
	10

	Total Technical Points
	100


4.3   Proposal Scoring

Proposals will be independently reviewed and scored by a committee comprised of members from the CSI RD&D Program Manager, the CPUC and other state or federal agencies, the solar industry, universities, utilities, non-profit organizations, and others.  In addition to their own independent analysis and assessment of the proposals, the Scoring Committee will take into consideration the review and input from the technical reviewers.

The Scoring Committee will use the criteria shown in Table 4‑3 when scoring each proposal.

Table 4‑3:  Proposal Scoring Criteria

	SCORING CRITERIA
	MAX. POINTS POSSIBLE

	1.  How well does the proposed research address the seven key principles in the CSI RD&D Plan? (See pg 1-2 of this solicitation).
	30


	2. What is the likelihood that the proposed research will lead to a return on investment/payback, a reduction in the installed price of solar electric systems, an increase in system performance, or in the overall growth of solar capacity in California? Will the proposed project contribute to the CSI goal of 1,940 MW of new electricity generation from solar energy by 2017?
	30

	3. Is the proposed project located in California?  Is the proposed research organization located in California?  Does the proposed project address an issue that is important to California?
	10

	4. Are the amounts and uses of the funding requested appropriate for the work to be performed? Is the funding request reasonable?  Is the funding request in-line with the potential benefits that can be realized?
	20

	5. How well does the proposed project leverage funds from other organizations?  How well has the proposal demonstrated the match-funding component of the proposed project?  Does the proposed project provide added value by collaborating and coordinating with other RD&D organizations?
	20

	6. Is the proposed team for the project highly qualified to conduct the working being proposed?  Do they have prior experience conducting similar work?
	20

	7. Does the proposed project include utility participation?  Is utility participation significant or needed?
	10

	8. How likely is it that the proposed project will be successful and overcome a significant barrier to achieving the goals of the CSI Program?  Is the proposed project advancing a proven technology or strategy?  Is the proposed project sound from a technical, economic, policy, and market perspective?
	30

	9. How close is the proposed project to commercialization? Are project results expected in the 1-3 year horizon?  Is the proposed path to market for the results of this research practical and achievable?
	20

	10. Does the proposed project have an educational, technical transfer, or informational component?   Are the research products valuable?  Is there a plan for effective dissemination of information gained from the project?
	10

	Total Points Possible
	200

	Points Needed to Pass (75% of total)
	150


The Scoring Committee’s final individual scores will be averaged to produce the final score.  With a total possible score of 200, proposals must receive a total averaged score of 150 points (75%) to pass and be included in the final ranking.  The passing scores will be used to create the final rank order list of proposals.  Based on the availability of funding and the quality of the top ranking proposals, the Scoring Committee will provide a cutoff line and list of final funding recommendations to the CPUC for consideration.

4.4   Recommendation to CPUC

The CSI RD&D Program Manager will prepare a summary report for the CPUC’s Energy Division with a recommended list of projects for funding by Advice Letter process.  The CPUC Energy Division will review the recommendations and prepare a resolution for consideration by the CPUC.

4.5   Grant Agreements

Once the CPUC provides approval on the recommended grants, the CSI RD&D Program Manager will begin the process of developing grant agreements.  Depending on the complexity of the project, it may take from one to three months to develop and finalize the grant agreements for successful proposals.  Grant awardees will not be allowed to begin work on their project until the grant agreement is fully executed.  The sample grant agreement can be found on the CalSolarResearch.ca.gov website.  (Note that some modifications may be made to the sample agreement prior to the awards).
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	Item a:
	Project Title

Provide a title for the project that is descriptive of the proposed work.  The title must communicate the type of work being proposed.

	
	

	Item b:
	Solicitation Target Area

Check the one box that corresponds to the target area that is most representative of the proposed work.

	
	

	Item c:
	Applicant Category

Check the one box that represents the category you are applying for a grant under.

	
	

	Item d:
	Grant Funds Requested

Specify the amount of grant funds requested for use by the Applicant.  This amount must match the amount shown on Exhibit B, line 4.

	
	

	Item e:
	Match Funding Provided

Specify the amount of match funds provided by the Applicant.  This amount must match the amount shown on Exhibit B, line 4.

	
	

	Item f:
	Proposed Project Duration

Specify how many months you need to complete the project.  The project’s duration cannot exceed 24 months.

	
	

	Item g:
	Principal Investigator/Project Manager

List the Principal Investigator (PI)/Project Manager (PM) for this project.  This person will serve as the main contact for the project.  In most cases the PI also serves as the PM.  

	
	

	
	PI/PM Signature:  

Signature and date of PI/PM.

Official Representative Signature:  

Signature and date of person authorized to sign on behalf of company or institution.


	California Solar Initiative Research, Demonstration and Deployment Program Grant Solicitation #2
PROPOSED BUDGET SUMMARY
	Exhibit B


	PROJECT TITLE:

	

	

	

	1.  PERSONNEL SALARIES/WAGES

 
	CSI RD&D Funds Requested
	Applicant Match-funding
	Other Match-funding

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Subtotal Section 1 Salaries/Wages:
	
	
	

	

	2.  CONSULTANT/CONTRACTUAL SERVICES (itemize contracted services)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Subtotal Section 2 Consultant/Contractual Services:
	
	
	

	

	3.  OTHER DIRECT EXPENSES

	a. Travel (combine all travel expenses on this line)
	
	
	

	b. Equipment Rental/Use Fees
	
	
	

	c. Major Equipment Purchases (for items costing over $5,000)
	
	
	

	d. Materials/Supplies/Equipment/Misc. 
	
	
	

	Subtotal Section 3 Other Direct Expenses:
	
	
	

	

	4.  TOTAL PROPOSAL COSTS (1 - 3)
	
	
	


Exhibit B Instructions
Proposed Budget Summary Form

Project Title

Please provide the full title of your project.

Budget Details

The Proposed Budget Summary form includes columns for project funds from three sources: 

· Grant funds requested.

· Applicant’s contribution (i.e., cash or in-kind contribution).

· Any other source from which the applicant has received a financial commitment.

Note:  The bold blocks on the form represent the budget amounts that will be tracked for accounting purposes if the grant is awarded.

1. Personnel Salaries / Wages

· Provide total amount of funds being requested for staff salaries and wages, as well as any match funding.

· List details for each staff member in the Project Personnel section of your proposal.

2. Consultant / Contractual Services

· List the names of all subcontractor firms that will be part of this project.  Provide details for individual staff members in the Project Personnel section of your proposal.

· For each subcontractor firm, provide the total amount of funds being requested and/or any matching funds.

· List any consultant / contractual services that are either part of the applicant’s match funding or other match funding.

3. Other Direct Expenses

· List the total amount for each of the direct expenses (travel, equipment rental/use, major equipment purchases, and supplies), if applicable.

· Provide an itemized breakdown for each of these in the Budget section of your proposal.

· List any direct expenses that are either the applicant’s match funding or other match funding

4. Total Proposal Costs

· The amounts in the bold blocks should show total grant funds requested, total match funding provided by the applicant, and total other match funding.

� 	The California Solar Initiative (CSI) goal of 3,000 MW of new solar electricity by 2016 includes 1940 MW from the CSI Program, 360 MW from the New Solar Homes Partnership, and 700 MW from the Publically Owned Utility Programs.


� 	Chapter 132, Statutes of 2006


� 	Decision 07-09-042


� 	Itron and its subcontracting team members (Navigant, Terry Peterson, Ron Kukulka, and Pat Lilly Consulting) cannot be part of a proposal to the CPUC Solar RD&D Program.  Proposals that contain any participation by Itron or its subcontractors will be disqualified from evaluation.


� 	For clarity, we are defining virtual net metering differently than how the CPUC has used virtual net metering in the MASH program.  Within the MASH program, virtual net metering is used to mean a system sized to offset load and credited to individually metered tenants or common areas.


� “Flow back” refers to the movement of electricity from the end user to the utility, which is different from the historically typical flow of electricity from the utility to the end user.
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